
SSiiggnnppoosstt
CCrriissiiss  aanndd  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy::  
How Regions Can Respond 
to the Changing Climate

As work began on this newsletter, the mighty
Danube flooded, turning the REC’s beautiful
garden into a lake. While lending our work-
place a somewhat Venice-like feel, the flood is
a powerful reminder of our vulnerability and
of the destructive force of nature. 

Scientists are providing evidence that our climate
is changing more rapidly than expected. Recent
natural disasters have been linked to climate
change: extreme weather events are causing
hunger and homelessness, plunging millions of
people into humanitarian disasters. But nature is
not the primary cause: the blame lies with busi-
nesses, governments and individuals, whose un-
sustainable production and consumption
practices result in high levels of greenhouse gas
emissions. The problem is exacerbated by a failure
to act quickly to bring about significant change. 

The Chinese symbol for “crisis” is made up of two elements: “danger” and “crucial moment”.
In the climate change discourse, the crucial moment, or opportunity, lies in the potential of
eco-innovation and green industries to create jobs and boost economic transformation. It
also refers to the chance to alter harmful, unsustainable patterns of production and con-
sumption. Scientific and policy analyses support a change in direction, and the required in-
vestments, earlier rather than later. One of the most influential studies in recent years, the
Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change (2006), looks at the issue from a cost-ben-
efit perspective and concludes that the benefits of decisive, early action far outweigh the costs.
The review also draws attention to the complex policy challenges involved in managing the
transition to a low-carbon economy and in ensuring that societies are able to adapt. 

Strong autonomy and policy discretion mean that European regions are well placed to work
towards sustainable economic growth through policies, strategies and other concrete meas-
ures. Giving regions the methodological means to move towards low-carbon economies is a key
focus of the RSC project. Co-funded by the INTERREG IVC programme, the RSC part-
nership brings together regions at different levels of preparedness to tackle climate change.
Acknowledging the need for a collaborative approach, the partners are ready to learn from one
another, to exchange experiences, and to share the results of their efforts during the three-year
project. This first newsletter provides a snapshot of our endeavours since the project launch.

Venelina Varbova, RSC Project Coordinator

IINNUUNNDDAATTEEDD::  TThhee  RREECC  ggaarrddeenn  tteemmppoorraarriillyy  
ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd  iinnttoo  aa  bbooaattiinngg  llaakkee  
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LLooookkiinngg  bbaacckk  ttoo
hhooww  iitt  aallll  bbeeggaann……

The idea behind the RSC project
first arose during the implemen-
tation of the INTERREG IIIC
project Greening Regional 
Development Programmes
(GRDP), which ran from July
2004 to October 2007. The
GRDP project featured:  
• the exchange of experiences

and the sharing of examples of
good practice regarding the in-
tegration of environmental sus-
tainability into regional
development programmes; 

• the development of a method-
ology for carrying out this
work; 

• the participation of 17 partners
as well as over 20 associated 
organisations.

In 2007, seven of the GRDP
partners expressed an interest in
continuing the successful cooper-
ation. As climate change is a pri-
ority issue for the regions, they
decided to create a partnership to
promote the move towards a low-
carbon economy in order to en-
sure economic, social and
environmental well-being. The
proposal was accepted and a total
budget of EUR 2,099,980.64 was
approved. Project activities were
launched at a kick-off meeting
held in the REC Conference
Center in December 2008.



Macro-
economic
analysis for

three partner
regions

Report on 
criteria and

indicators for 
low-carbon
economies

SEA/SA 
discussion

paper

Methodological handbook

Capacity-building seminars

Pilot actions to transfer experience
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BBaasseelliinnee  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  iiddeennttiiffyyiinngg  tthhee  
cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  aa  cclliimmaattee  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  rreeggiioonn

The RSC project supports regions in their efforts to meet the challenge of climate
change by investigating, capturing and sharing approaches, good practices and tools
for the development of sustainable low-carbon economies. 

The first step in the partners’ cooperation will be to produce an overview of the base-
line situation in the regions. The baseline assessment will identify what is meant by a
“climate confident” region and why it is crucial to integrate climate change considera-
tions into regional development programmes and other regional policies. Based on the
results of the study, a set of criteria and indicators will be designed, showing the direc-
tion in which the regions should move in order to create climate confident regions. A
macro-economic analysis will be carried out for three partner regions to explore ways
in which regions can achieve an ideal, climate resilient position. 

On the basis of a questionnaire, the project team started to collect information from
all partners on basic energy data, approaches to integrating climate change issues in re-
gional development programmes, and the content of regional adaptation strategies
and measures. During the data collection, it became clear that the majority of partners
face the challenge of a lack of available, comparable and credible information on their
region’s general energy profile. While this lack of regional knowledge on energy-
related issues and the absence of climate change considerations in regional planning
highlighted the importance of the project, it also meant that some partners had to
make huge efforts to provide suitable data for analysis. The findings and conclusions
of the analysis will be presented in September, during the next partnership meeting.

The aim of the baseline report is to create carbon profiles of the partner regions by pre-
senting those aspects of each region’s economy, policy and political and social dy-
namics that have the biggest impact on that region’s carbon “performance”. The report
will explore the most important climate confidence issues such as GHG emissions;
energy consumption; share of renewables; policy frameworks; institutional capacity;
social and political awareness and readiness; and financial instruments. As the base-
line work is intended to feed into subsequent project activities and outputs, the as-
sessment report will also map good practices for further investigation. 

PPAARRTTNNEERRSS  FFOORR  CCHHAANNGGEE::  ((CClloocckkwwiissee  ffrroomm  ttoopp
lleefftt))  PPrroojjeecctt  kkiicckk--ooffff  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  tthhee  RREECC;;  tthhee  CCoorr--
nniisshh  ccooaasstt;;  aaggrriiccuullttuurree  iinn  LLee  MMaarrcchhee;;  BBuullggaarriiaann
bbiirrddlliiffee;;  CCoorrnnwwaallll’’ss  FFaall  eessttuuaarryy;;  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  aatt  tthhee
kkiicckk--ooffff  mmeeeettiinngg;;  DDeellaabboollee  wwiinndd  ttuurrbbiinneess;;  ssoollaarr
ppaanneellss  iinn  LLiigguurriiaa  aanndd  CCoorrnnwwaallll..
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““TThhee  rreeggiioonn  ooff  LLaa  RRiioojjaa  

iiss  ssttrriivviinngg  ttoo  rreedduuccee  iittss  

ccaarrbboonn  eemmiissssiioonnss,,  aanndd  hhaass

ddeevveellooppeedd  aa  llooww  ccaarrbboonn  aanndd

eemmiissssiioonn  mmiittiiggaattiioonn  ppllaann  aanndd

rreellaatteedd  ppoolliicciieess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  

aa  RReeggiioonnaall  SSttrraatteeggyy  aaggaaiinnsstt

CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee  ((22000077--22001133))..

TThhee  rreeggiioonn  iiss  eeaaggeerr  ttoo  wwoorrkk

wwiitthh  ootthheerr  rreeggiioonnss  iinn  EEuurrooppee

ttoo  lleeaarrnn  hhooww  tthheeyy  aarree  wwoorrkk--

iinngg  oonn  tthheessee  iissssuueess  aanndd  ttoo

sshhaarree  eexxppeerriieenncceess  aanndd  iiddeeaass,,

aanndd  ddeevveelloopp  nneeww  mmeetthhooddss..””  

RReeggiioonnaall  AAuutthhoorriittyy  ooff  LLaa  RRiioojjaa,,  SSppaaiinn



Regions for Sustainable Change
(RSC) is a three-year partnership of
12 organisations from Austria, Bul-
garia, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Malta,
Spain and the UK. Through net-
working and cooperation, the part-
nership will serve as a model for other
regions, promoting a Europe-wide
shift to climate-friendly economies.

What are the aims 
of the RSC project?

The overall objective is to develop
the  regions’ potential to stimulate
mitigation and adaptation to climate
change and to promote sustainable
socioeconomic development. The
project will help the regions to
achieve this goal by analysing current
regional practices and by providing
innovative tools and guidance to
combat climate change on a regional
level. The capacities of regional au-
thorities will be built by the exchange
of good practices and experience on
climate change risks and options for
mitigation and adaptation.

What are the expected 
outputs of the RSC project?

The RSC project will promote the
integration of climate change issues
in regional policies by producing the
following major outputs:
• A baseline report on the situation

in the partner regions.
• A report on criteria and indicators

for low-carbon regions.
• A macro-economic analysis of

three partner regions, identifying

the structural changes required to
achieve low-carbon status.

• An SEA/sustainability assessment 
discussion paper on integrating cli-
mate change into the analysis.

• Capacity-building seminars. 
• A methodological handbook on

integrating climate change into re-
gional development programmes.

• Pilot actions to transfer the “low-
carbon region” development model.

WWhhaatt  lliieess  bbeehhiinndd  Regions for Sustainable Change? 

The surveyed regions are diverse in terms of population, size and
economy. By far the largest is Piedmont, Italy, with over 
4 million inhabitants. Several regions have between 1.5 and 3 million
inhabitants — Lower Silesia (Poland), Central Hungary and the North Great
Plain (Hungary), South West Bulgaria and the Liguria and Le Marche
regions in Italy. Others have just over 500,000 inhabitants (Cornwall, UK)
or fewer (Malta; La Rioja, Spain; and Burgenland, Austria).

Most of the regions in the partnership are service-oriented economies
rather than major national urban areas or economic centres. Notable
exceptions are Central Hungary and South West Bulgaria, although these
are capital centre regions surveyed by national-level partners. 
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AABBOOUUTT  TTHHEE  RREEGGIIOONNSS  



www.rscproject.org

Contacts:
VVeenneelliinnaa  VVaarrbboovvaa
vvarbova@rec.org

DDoorraa  AAllmmaassssyy
dalmassy@rec.org
(36-26) 504-000

To subscribe to the newsletter,
please send a message to:
info@rscproject.org

In order to enhance the impact of the
project and to make use of other work
of this kind, the RSC partners would be
happy to get in touch with other similar
initiatives, individual regions with good
practice in the field, as well as compa-
nies and/or organisations carrying out
research on the topic. 

““AAss  aa  ssmmaallll  iissllaanndd  eeccoonnoommyy,,  MMaallttaa  iiss  vveerryy  vvuullnneerraabbllee  ttoo  

tthhee  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee..  AAss  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  EEUU  aanndd  

aa  ssiiggnnaattoorryy  ttoo  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  aaggrreeeemmeennttss  oonn  cclliimmaattee,,  MMaallttaa  aallssoo

hhaass  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ccoommmmiittmmeennttss  ttoo  rreedduuccee  GGHHGG  eemmiissssiioonnss..  

MMyy  aaggeennccyy  hhaass  aa  vveesstteedd  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  eennssuurriinngg  tthhaatt  MMaallttaa  

rreemmaaiinnss  rreessiilliieenntt  ttoo  tthhee  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  aanndd  ffuullffiillss  iittss

iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoommmmiittmmeennttss..  WWee  hhaavvee  wwoorrkkeedd  vveerryy  wweellll  wwiitthh

oouurr  ppaarrttnneerrss  iinn  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  GGRRDDPP  pprroojjeecctt,,  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  rreeaassoonn

wwee  hhaavvee  jjooiinneedd  tthhee  RRSSCC  iinniittiiaattiivvee,,  wwhhiicchh  bbuuiillddss  uuppoonn  tthhee

ssttrreennggtthhss  ooff  aa  wweellll--eessttaabblliisshheedd  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  ttoo  ffuurrtthheerr  aaddvvaannccee

cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  oobbjjeeccttiivveess  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  bbrrooaaddeerr  rreeggiioonnaall

aaggeennddaa..””

MMrr..  MMaarrttiinn  SSeeyycchheellll  
DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  PPrrootteeccttiioonn

MMaallttaa  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  aanndd  PPllaannnniinngg  AAuutthhoorriittyy

GGlloossssaarryy  

AAddaappttaattiioonn – the adjustment of
ecological, social and economic
systems in response to the current
or expected impacts of climate
change and in order to moderate
or offset possible damage and 
exploit beneficial opportunities. 

MMiittiiggaattiioonn – human interven-
tion to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions and to 
enhance sinks aimed at reducing
the impacts of climate change.

LLooww--ccaarrbboonn  eeccoonnoommyy – 
features low energy consumption,
low pollution and low emissions.
The fundamental aim is to
achieve high energy efficiency, 
to use clean/renewable energy
and to pursue green GDP via
technological innovation.

LLooww--ccaarrbboonn  rreeggiioonn  ((LLCCRR)) –
a region with minimal GHG
emissions as a result of integrating
all aspects of the economy around
technologies and practices with
low emissions. LCRs include com-
munities, buildings, transporta-
tion and technologies that use or
generate energies and materials 
efficiently, and that dispose of or
recycle their waste in order to
minimise GHG emissions. 
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